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Iwaki Citizens’ Community Broadcast (aka SEA —
WAVE FM lwaki), a broadcast provided to Iwaki City, Volunteer Report 2

cancelled all the regular broadcasts right after the Supplying relief goods to the
earthquake and started to provide citizens useful :
information which is usually not provided by media. temporary housmgs
Information about citizens’ safety, shelters, and water Temporary housings (208 of them) in
supply is provided. Although staffs at the radio station Minamiyanome, Fukushima City will be
suffer from the earthquake as well, they stayed and used by Minamie’s people. The day
slept over at the station in order to continue to broad-  before the pre-meeting (June 19th), relief
cast. goods were brought into the housings.

Supported by different community FM programs, ;I'hough there had alre?dy been sets of
they also provided radio receivers to those who were six home appliances,” they were not
staying at shelters. Also, those who were not familiar ~~ €nough, for example, for cooking right
with FM radio, such as elderly people considering the ﬁfter_ peoEI)_Ire]: m&\{e to_ the Le_mpc?raré/
FM broadcast as something for the young ones, now r;iuesfm%% ds ?;c;ts IrllzrtTt]lfs-m;JCpsl Ofrut(cajrnes
really pay attention to the broadcast. The reason is the bl ankgts kotatsu t’abl - étc) U;] der thé
FM broadcast provides useful information while people e by’Ms. Miki Shig’a (iﬁ. charge of
do not have access to TV and/or telephones. What the volunteering)  from  Minamie-machi
radio station broadcasts is information that is not Social Welfare Council, volunteers
available via media but crucial for people. Messages of carried the goods into every single

. . - - & appreciation have been delivered to the radio station. housing.
el R s . " . There were about 100 volunteers who
Volunteer Report 1 Iwaki City "Iwaki Citizens’ Community Broadcast” aka SEA WAVE FM Iwaki gathered from three  neighboring

communities, fire departments, the
volunteering club at Fukushima Gakuin
University, and the natural disaster
volunteering SB Net from Fukushima
G gm City. Some joined the activity individually.
Under the —

severely hot

) o weather, every-
The radio service is simultaneously broadcasted body  smoothly

on the Internet, as well (http://www.fm-iwaki.co.jp/). did the work and
Its strength is that it is available at places where finished it in
radio signals do not reach. about an hour. 3

Since the lifelines have been recovered, the radio ACarrying sets of “futon”
station started preparing for new broadcasts that ol S
deliver people’s thoughts, hope, and emotions on
the earthquake. It will be done by interviewing
citizens and organizations in order to record history
by “sound.”

While some are worried about a collapse of the
= community after the natural disaster, FM Iwaki will
continue its approach from different aspects with its
. mission to “help construct a new community and
strengthen bonds amongst communities.” ATaking out relief goods from the trucks

Disaster
Volunteer Centers

s Established on June 14th, Okuma-machi’s Life Support Volunteer
Center “Tsunagappe! Okuma” (“Let's build bonds! Okuma”) aims at
creating a system that supports everyday life. People in the town join
volunteering activities through registration at the Social Welfare
Council. Before the earthquake, about 11,500 people lived in
Okuma-machi. Since the accident at the nuclear power plant, the
town has been an evacuation recommendation. Meanwhile, about
3,000 people temporarily live in Aizuwakamatsu City, another 3,000 . .
in other places in Fukushima Prefecture, and about 5,000 outside agﬁi?ggkﬁfmgﬂﬁ.'}i'fvf E)/f\%iivg::{:f }fﬁnﬁfﬁ'
the prefecture. Established in the midst of such a circumstance, the  the mayor Toshitsuna Watanabe, also the manager of
AThe manager Mr. Watanabe gresting atthe opening ~ volunteer center was named with a wish that there will be continuous e volunteer centerNew beginning with a cheer
ceremony.2 people registered s volurteers s of _interactions among people even at those shelters. Three main ideas e-1292ppe! Okuma'"(Let's buid bonds! Okumat’)
June 15th. for the activities are “supporting volunteer activities,” “providing
==imm useful information,” and “supporting the shelters.” “In terms of actual
=§l'v I
i v &)

Currently found in 33
places as of June 27th

activities, we help people move into temporary housings, issue
H B newsletters, and provide relief goods. We would like to especially
= | focus on supporting people after they moved to temporary housings.
' We are determined to act together in order to help them feel
secured,” says Ms. Chiemi Takeuchi, a volunteer coordinator. If there 2RI
is anybody who wants to do something for Okuma-machi, you can
A'Wed like to do more aclivities focused on register anytime. The volunteer center is willing to listen to any
interaction, as well,” says Ms. Takeuchi. troubles, so please feel free to call them. ANewsletter ‘Nagomi”
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