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<\Volunteering by the evacuees therf;s',’é'les>

something but

. was not sure
what. Then, he heard about an acquaintance,
the boss of a bus company, who was starting a
bus service for volunteers. That's when he
decided to go ahead and take his car, too. He
came to Fukushima by himself. He stayed at
Big Palette from May 1st to May 5th. His
service was very popular. A woman said
“Thanks to him, | was finally able to go see my
husband in hospital.”

eOrganizing the children’s
books at the Kid’s corner

Three students -
of the Ota Nurse =
Training School in
Koriyama City

; 'l' (,..r
:g @ w! (Asumi  Aoyama,

' o4 , o, Yuri Ono and
achroil - e Tomka. Shioyn)
A . i : They had been
feeling that it was
“frustrating not to be able to do anything” and
when a fellow student asked them to join, they
decided to come. “Today is our second time.
We will keep coming!”

eOrganizing the goods

" - | .+ | 1A mountain of boxes
= (with goods) at the A

- hall of Big Palette.
I Every day, about 20-30
volunteers are working
on putting these
~ supplies in order.

Since March 16th, many people from There was already a popular café, “Café
Tomioka-machi and Kawauchi-mura live as Sakura”, on the 2nd floor (since April 19th), so he
evacuees at the so-called Big Palette, which is got together with a few other people to start a
the biggest evacuation center in the prefecture café on the ground floor as well. “Café Tsutsuji”
(as of beginning of May, around 1300 people). was born. “We hope that it will give everybody a

From among these evacuees, people have chance to meet and to sit down and talk to each
emerged who are running a café corner as other.” While he is learning from the staff
volunteers. One of these people is Norito members of “Sakura” (who are also evacuees)
Sugimoto. When he first arrived in the center, about how to make coffee and how to get people
he stayed in the hallway on the 3rd floor, but to come, he is always trying to make his café a
when he was told that this is too dangerous due better place.
to aftershocks, he moved to the ground floor.

Introducing municipal natural disaster evacuation centers Disaster
Volunteer Centers
Big Palette Fukushima Map

©® Odagaisama Center |

On May 1st, a volunteer center opened at “Big Palette Fukushima”
evacuation center (in Koriyama City). It was generally agreed upon
that it should have a friendly and endearing name and so it was called
“Odagaisama Center”. This is a pun on “Otagaisama” which means
roughly translated “one hand washes the other”.

According to Shinichi Furuichi (Kawauchi-mura Social Welfare
Council), three things are special about this center. First, it was
opened inside an evacuation center. Second, the staff team is made
up of people from Tomioka City, Kawauchi-mura, people from the
prefecture and NPO staff. Third, not only volunteers from outside the
region, but the evacuees themselves are participating and taking the
initiative. Through this, they are aiming to establish a system of
helping each other in their daily lives.

Mr. Furiuchi says “It does not matter what it is, a hobby, anything - if people start
with whatever it is they can do and help each other out, they then get connected. With

© that, we hope to turn the evacuation center into a real place to live.” For this, to have

a certain role is essential. When Volunteers were recruited for May 11th (Wed), to pull
up the weeds around Big Palette, about 250 people participated. On the 14th (Sat),
about 150 people planted flowers together. One of the aims of this center is that
people will stay in touch with fellow evacuees and volunteers even after they have
moved out into temporary housing.
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